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“52 GOOD Reasons to Go To Church”
Besides the Obvious Ones
By: Paul McFate
C

Survival of Cardiac Surgery

Many factors are involved in surviving heart surgery,
including seriousness of condition, the physical strength and
age of the patient, and going to church.

A 1995 study 232 people over the age of fifty-five by T.E.
Oman, D.H. Freeman and E. D. Manheimer showed that those
who took no comfort or strength in their religion were three
times as likely to die within six months of surgery as those
who did find comfort and strength in their religion. More
striking were the results of those who took no comfort and
strength in their religion but were also very active in
participation. They were dramatically less likely to die in the
six months following surgery, suffering a mortality rate of two
and a half percent, compared to a twenty-one percent mortality
rate for their nonreligious counterparts.
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DEACON’S PONDERINGS

Today we are celebrating the beautiful feast of
the Epiphany of the Lord. The story of the
Epiphany is told in Matthew 2. As I am sure you
know Epiphany is the story of a star that leads
the Magi (the three Wise Men) to the stable in
Bethlehem where they offer gifts to the baby
Jesus. The feast of the Epiphany arose in the
Eastern Church and is a feast of great
significance in the Eastern Church. This feast
manifests Christ’s glory and divinity to the
Gentiles. The word “Epiphany” comes from the
Greek meaning “manifestation”, making Christ
known to the world as the Messiah, the divine
Son of God. God has revealed his presence here
on earth to many men and women in many
different ways. In whatever way the faith has
come to us, let us thank God for it. Let us rejoice
on the Feast of Epiphany, the feast of the
revelation of his birth to the gentile nations. Let
us kneel in adoration before him as did the Magi.
Acknowledging the kingship, the divinity and
humanity of Christ which can bring us great
rewards. Happy New Year. Please pray for me.
I always pray for you. Ilove you. Deacon Bob.
PS: If you believe, you will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer.
(Mt. 21:22)
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Masses this week...

Monday JANUARY 4
6:30pm  Mass Chapel

Tuesday JANUARY 5
6:30pm Mass Chapel

Wednesday JANUARY 6

6:30pm Mass Chapel
Thursday  JANUARY 7
6:30pm Mass Chapel

Friday = JANUARY 8
6:30 pm Mass Church

Saturday JANUARY 9
5:00pm Mass Church

Sunday JANUARY 10

8:00am Mass Church
9:30am Mass Church
11:00am Mass for Parishioners of SPN Church

Scripture Readings for the Week

Mon 1Jn 3:22 4:6 Mt 4: 12-17, 23-25

Tues 1Jn4:7-10 Mk 6: 34-44
Wed 1Jn4: 11-18 Mk 6: 45-52
Thurs 1Jn4:19 54 Lk 4: 14-22a
Fri 1Jn5:5-13 Lk 5:12-16
Sat 1Jn 5: 14-21 Jn 3: 22-30

Sun Is 42:1-4, 6-7 Acts 10: 34-38 Lk 3: 15-16, 21-22

LITURGY CORNER
Liturgical postures, part I1

How are the decisions made in terms of what
posture is appropriate for what part of the
Mass? For the Mass as it is celebrated today,
that process begins with Sacrosanctum
Concilium, the Second Vatican Council's
Constitution on the Liturgy. In paragraph #30, it
states: ""To promote active participation, the
people should be encouraged to take part by
means of...actions, gestures, and bodily
attitudes." This is then more concretely spelled
out in the General Instruction on the Roman
Missal, the instruction that is the Church's basic
'how-to' book on the celebration of the Mass. In
paragraph #21, the GIRM relates the different
postures that are, based on our understanding of
what the Lord is doing at that point, appropriate
for the different parts of the Mass. For example,
as the Psalm cited above and many other
examples in the Scripture demonstrate, an
appropriate posture for praying is that we stand.
We see this in the Mass: we stand to address our
God, whether through the person of the priest, as
in the Opening Prayer, the Prayer Over the
Gifts, and the Post-communion Prayer, or when
the congregation as a whole joins in the prayer,
as in the Lord Have Mercy, the Prayers of the
Faithful, and the Our Father. There had been a
question about whether or not to stand during
the Prayer Over the Gifts. Because the presider
is formally addressing God in the name of the
whole community, it is appropriate for us to
stand during that time in the Mass. This question
was addressed to the Sacred Congregation for
Worship, the Roman Congregation that has
responsibilities for our sacramental/liturgical
life, and they responded: "The people stand
while the presidential prayers are being said,
therefore, during the prayer over the gifts."
(Documents on the Liturgy, Reply #2 to
Paragraph 21 of the GIRM).



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Religious Education Teachers and Staff would like to
wish you a
prayerful Advent Season.

CONFIRMATION NEWS:

REMINDER: All candidates preparing to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation in March 2010, your classes
will start on January 3rd at 10:30 in classroom 7A or
8A your teachers will meet you at the classroom. If you
have not already turned all your paperwork in that is
due by January 17th, it can be turned in anytime
between now and January 17th.

PARISH NEWS

Father Lippold’s permanent address:
Mercy Ridge — St. Stephen’s Green
Room 311
2525 Potts Spring Road
Timonium, MD 21093

CHRISTMAS FLOWER MEMORIALS

Envelopes for Christmas flower memorials will be in the
December packet of weekly offering envelopes.
Additional envelopes will be available at the usher tables
for those who do not receive weekly offering envelopes
through the mail. The names of the donors and the
person being remembered will be listed in the bulletin
the weekend of January 9/10.

Your generosity to the Christmas Flower Memorials
enables us to beautify our Church, not only for the
Christmas season, but throughout the year with fresh
flowers. Your continued support is greatly appreciated.

PASTORAL COUNCIL
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SOCIAL OUTREACH MINISTRY

It’s that time of the year again for the Arundel
House of Hope’s BID FOR HOPE LIVE AND
SILENT AUCTION.

The Mardi Gras Live Silent Auction is being held
on January 31, 2010 from 2-6pm and it helps raise
funds for the Arundel House of Hope Homeless
Day Center and Resource Program, which sponsors
the Winter Relief Program for the Homeless each
year.

WHAT A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS GIFT
FOR THE PERSON ON YOUR LIST WHO HAS
EVERYTHING.

The fund raising event will be hosted at the La
Fontaine Bleue in Glen Burnie, Maryland. St. Johns
Lutheran Church, St. Christopher’s Episcopal
Church and St. Philip Neri Roman Catholic Church
are the sponsoring churches this year. The event is
also supported by the participation of AHOH
Winter Relief Churches.

Auction items will include sports memorabilia:
Ravens, Orioles and Blast tickets; airline travel and
much more. Single tickets are $40. Tables of Ten
are available for $350. Menu will include:

Maryland Crab Soup

Appetizers of Fruit and Cheese

Dips and Crackers
Baltimore Style Pit Roast Beef

Chicken and Fish

Western Maryland Pit Roast Ham
Carolina Pulled Pork Barbeque
Sides, Dessert Selections, Tea, Coffee and
Soda

We understand the conflict with the 25™
Anniversary celebration for Father Dale on the
same date. Please join us after Fr. Dale’s
celebration. Our event is from 2:00 to 6:00.
Perhaps you can make a day of it and attend
both... Thank you for your continued support.
For tickets to the event, please contact:

Alma Grossman at 410-859-0571 ext:220



RCIA YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
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How does our parish attract inquirers each year who 56-1 %1%
consider becoming Catholic? 8
] ] 56-1 * + 1 3C
The short answer is YOU! When any parish has 9
many .inquirers year after year, it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit 56-1 % 7-
as parish members open their hearts to welcome others. . - i
Members of a welcoming and evangelizing community take ;60<
seriously their call to share the Divine message of salvation. It = + + C * )
happens in parish families, in the workplace, in gatherings 2+
with friends and neighbors, and in daily contacts. Give thanks 0
to God as He continuously strengthens each of us who seek to
do his will in offering a gentle, humble, and clear welcome to
the Catholic faith.
“Go out into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to
every creature.” (Mark 16:15) g Y MEN’S CLUB
We would like to invite all Men to attend our
CHOIR meetings. The Men’s Club meet every 1%,3"
and 5" Thursday of every month in the Parish
% ( $ ' Center.
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( E ) 4 Keep February 28, 2010 open, it is our annual

Stag Bull Roast. Look for more information to
follow in an upcoming bulletin

SCHOOL NEWS

Christmas Vacation
St. Philip Neri School will be closed from December 21°* to January 3. KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
School will reopen on Monday, January 4, 2010.
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All the students, faculty and staff of SPN School would like A * ! 5
to wish everyone a Happy New Year! : A s * § * o
School News is submitted by: 5 + $ . (G- ' + $ $ (
Cecelia Hildebrand-Development Director
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SPN-SENIORS - SPRING TRIP

SIGHT & SOUND
LANCASTER, PA

“JOSEPH”

APRIL 24, 2010
Time: 11:00 am — 8:00 pm
Cost: $110.00
Includes: Bus, Lunch and Show
Deposit $25.00 is due by:
JANUARY 10, 2010
Any questions, please call Mary Scott

Catholic Alumni Club of
Baltimore, Inc.

Are you single? Interested in meeting people and developing
friendships? The Catholic Alumni Club, a social organization
for single professional Catholics, is looking for you. Our
monthly activities include dinners, movies, cultural events,
picnics, sports, religious events, and charitable activities. For
information call 410-580-1250 or info@cacbaltimore.org
Check out our website at www.cacbaltimore.org

YOUTH GROUP

Join the Youth Group!

All middle school and high school aged students are
invited to join the youth group! Simply show up at a
meeting to see what it's about or you can contact
Hilary Bateman at (443) 867-7947 or
hsterrett@berklee.net for more info.

Seeking Volunteers!
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Upcoming Events:

Sunday January 10- 5:00 Youth Driven Mass
followed by a high school meeting from 6-8 in the
school Library.

Thurdsay, January 14- Middle school meeting from
7-8:30 in the school Library.

January 29-30: Theology of the Body High School
Retreat
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